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About Us

The North American Bourbon and Whiskey Competition (NABWC)
was created in 2014 to identify and promote North America’s best
bourbons and whiskeys.

Considering this is the only competition in North America that is
laser-focused on whiskey, winning a medal in the NABWC is a
prestigious honor.

Only U.S. and Canadian-made whiskeys can compete for the coveted,
laser-engraved NABWC “BEST OF SHOW” Barrel Head.

Laser-engraved NABWC “BEST OF
SHOW?” Barrel Head
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Competition

The NABWC uses a double-blind judging system and a 100-point scale to score entries.
Our proprietary judge sheet is the most comprehensive in the beverage industry.

Some competitions receive many thousands of entries. The NABWC expects to receive
three hundred entries this year. This allows our judges more time per product for initial
and final evaluation.

Products Accepted:
« Bourbon
« American Single Malt Whiskey
« Rye
« Blended Whiskey
» Tennessee Whiskey
+ Canadian Whisky
« On-oaked Whiskey or Moonshine
« Special barrel-finished versions of all the above product types




Worth Americqp,

Gorbon + i

Rest Your Whiskey, Not Your Marketing!

WWW.WHISKEYCOMP.COM




Benefits

Lower entry fee, We are $100 less than SF World Spirits™ with more features.

Physical die-cast medals, Other competitions quietly dropped, sending physical
medals. They give less and charge more.

Royalty-free digital medal art, Other competitions charge a $200 licensing fee for
digital medals

Actual scores and judge’s notes, We will send you copies of the judge’s score
sheets upon request. The input from our judges will help your distiller make
tweaks and improvements to your product.

Follow-up article in Wine Country International ® Magazine, Winners are
listed in our magazine article, alerting more than 600,000 readers of the “Best
Bourbon and Whiskey” list before the busy holiday buying season. Thirty-three
percent of our readers say they love to drink Bourbon.

Valuable After-Exposure in New Orleans. We are excited to be returning to New
Orleans post-Covid restrictions. We will conduct the “Best Bourbon and
Whiskey” trade and VIP consumer tasting in July 2026, in New Orleans during
the same week as the “Tales of The Cocktail ™ Festival.” This is limited to
Double Gold and Gold winners only. In some cases, we may request an extra
bottle for the after-tasting. Winners do not need to be present. Winners may also
opt out.

Listing on Whiskeycomp.com, All winners are listed in our results
section for future reference and research by the trade and consumers.
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Dare to Compare?

Not all competitions are the same!

We understand that some people feel, competitions like the San Francisco World Spirits Competition, are a must-enter
because it is “the oldest and largest”. However, the largest is not a redeeming feature.

(N.A.B.W.C) (S.FW.S.C)
North American Bourbon and San Francisco World Spirits

Whiskey Competition Competition
Focused exclusively on North American Whiskey? Yes No
2026 Entry Fee $500 $600
Digital Medal License Fee $0 $200
Real All-in Investment $500 $3800
Difference 0 $300 (46.1%)
Bottles Required (750 ml) 2 2
Judges Notes Shared Upon Request Yes No
Actual Points Shared Yes No
A_fter Event ir'1 NOLA Celebrating DBL Gold and Yes No
High Gold Winners
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Points Matter!

Many consumers reference points when making wine or spirit purchases.
This is why we publish actual points on our winners list.

New Platinum Top-Tier Award

After many years of deep thought and consideration, we have decided to add a new top-tier Platinum Award. This
award level was created to recognize a near-perfect Bourbon or Whiskey that scores 98 points or above. Based on our
experience rating more than 25,000 spirits, we do not reasonably expect to award platinum every year.

New Digital Medals with Points!
We are excited to offer all winners complimentary, downloadable digital medals for promotional use. Winners
may use them on their website, social media, brochure, and press announcements.
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Oath of Transparency

Wime Country Wetwork Beverage Competitions
We promise to contimue owr strict eath of
tramgparency and integrity.

We do net permif owsers, brand mansgers,
afiliates, or dlstillers 1o participate 235 judges

From the beginning, we have been dedicated to employing best practices and
maintaining rigid standards. We do not follow trends. All our competitions use a
double-blind process. This requires storing, sorting, and pouring bottles in a room away
from the judges.

We exclusively use the NEAT ™ Spirits Rating Glasses with firm-fitting caps. The caps
are tagged with each spirit’s unique ID number, eliminating mix-ups. The glass design
helps judges assess aromas more accurately.

We have recently observed questionable practices made by newer, less seasoned
competition producers that allow brand managers, owners, and affiliates to judge their
own or associated brands. Some of these same competitions are handing out awards that
differ by two medal levels from industry standards. Credibility is not something that
should be purchased.

This is why we stand behind our judges’ standards and experience. We believe that our
proprietary judging system is the best in the industry. We are happy to share judges’
sheets with entrants who are interested in our judges’ input.

Christopher ] Davies
CEO and Competition Director
Wine Country Network, Inc.

About us: (according to Chat GPT):

The North American Bourbon and Whiskey competition is widely regarded as a reputable event in the
industry. It is known for its rigorous judging process, involving experienced industry professionals,
including master distillers, beverage managers, and critics. The competition aims to recognize quality and
craftsmanship in bourbon, whiskey, and related spirits from North America.
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